

ADOPTED 9/21/15


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor:
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RESOLUTION 2015-607-A
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT OF MARY BENNETT HARVEY, A DUVAL COUNTY RESIDENT, TO THE ART IN PUBLIC PLACES COMMITTEE, SERVING AS A LAY CITIZEN, REPRESENTING PLANNING DISTRICT #2, FILLING A SEAT FORMERLY HELD BY MAI DINH KEISLING, PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 126, ORDINANCE CODE, FOR A FIRST FULL TERM TO EXPIRE DECEMBER 31, 2017; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Appointment. The Council hereby confirms the Mayor’s appointment of Mary Bennett Harvey, a Duval County resident, to the Art in Public Places Committee, serving as a Lay Citizen, representing Planning District #2, filling a seat formerly held by Mai Dinh Keisling, pursuant to Chapter 126, Ordinance Code, for a first full term to expire December 31, 2017. 


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
C:\Users\mlahmeur\Documents\Art in Public Places - M. Harvey.doc 
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Mary Bennett Harvey, APR, CPRC
Founder and CEO
Agency a la Carte

Mary Bennett Harvey, Founder and CEO of Agency a la Carte, harnesses her extensive
experience in public relations and advertising in her role as a staffing and recruiting subject-
matter expert. She offers clients vetted, quality marketing communications professionals for
contract assignments and direct hire placements primarily for clients based in the Southeastern
U.S.

A highly-regarded consultant, writer, and speaker, Mary taps her deep knowledge of the
needs of public relations, design, advertising, and marketing professionals in both traditional and
new media to guide business owners, recruiting managers, and job seekers on staffing and
recruiting issues. Her clients include Florida Blue, Adecco Group North America, Acosta Sales
& Marketing, Stein Mart, EverBank, Nemours, the PGA Tour, Regency Centers, Pilot Pen, UF
Health Jacksonville and select advertising agencies.

Mary supervised public relations and advertising accounts for 14 years with The William
Cook Agency and is an Accredited Public Relations professional (APR) and a Certified Public
Relations Counselor (CPRC).

In addition to finding the best fit for client job openings, Mary’s core drive to build a
successful Jacksonville manifests in her dedication to service. She has served on numerous non-
profit boards including Hubbard House and the Vision Is Priceless Council. A graduate of the
Leadership Jacksonville Class of 2000 and a member of the Jacksonville Women’s Network,
Mary volunteers extensively with pet-assisted therapy programs. Until recently, she teamed with
her dog, Roxie, to read with students as a R.E.A.D.™ (Reading Education Assistance Dogs)
team. Currently, Mary is training Anna Clair, a 4-month old Chocolate Lab to join the R.EE.A.D.
program by the end of 2015.

Mary is a graduate of Western Carolina University (North Carolina) where she received a
B.A. in Speech and Theatre Arts.
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Overview
Accredited public relations professional uses her extensive experience in public relations and
advertising in her role as a staffing and recruiting subject-matter expert. Successful business
owner and accomplished entrepreneur with exceptional leadership capabilities and executive
management skills. Experienced in professional areas of public relations, advertising, marketing,
recruiting, and staffing. Additional community involvement through volunteer activities, non-
profit boards.

Professional History
Founder and CEO ¢ Agency a la Carte (Subject Matter Staffers, Inc.) 1994-Present
Lead professional services staffing/recruiting/consulting firm specializing in advertising, marketing and
public relations. Company makes temporary, contract and full-time placements billing $1 million per
year. Drive all operations including financial, human resources, information systems, marketing
communications for company. Supervise temporary contract workforce of writers, artists, and allied
professionals for agency-style projects.

*  Grew business from local consulting firm to regional staffing firm for Fortune 500 clients
including: Citibank, BAE Systems (now Safariland), Florida Blue, EverBank, Rayonier, Bacardi,
Adecco Staffing, Pontoon, Regency Centers, PGA Tour, UF Health, Nemours, Stein Mart.

*  Worked successfully with non-profit clients such as The Bolles School, HabiJax, Children’s Home
Society and Community Hospice.

* Maintained billings in the $1.5 t0 $2.5 million range for seven years.

* Trained and mentored subject matter expert recruiters into highly suceessful professionals.

*  Placed more than 200 advertising, marketing and public relations professionals.

* Named to Jacksonville Business Journal's Book of Lists for Top 25 Temporary Staffing Agencies
and Top 25 Employment Agencies for three consecutive years.

*  Successfully downsized agency through 2009 to 2011 to smaller and leaner operation with average
annual billings of $1 million.

Account Supervisor * The William Cook Agency 1980-1994
Advertising and public relations account management at one of the largest independent advertising
agencies in Southeast U .S.

* Clients: First Union National Bank, Mayo Clinic Jacksonville, Memorial Medical Center of
Savannah, Kentucky Fried Chicken, US Travel, St. Augustine Tourism Board, Jacksonville
Transportation Authority, State of Florida Department of Highway Safety.

*  Supervised public relations program for Mayo Clinic Jacksonville groundbreaking and dedication
of its first satellite clinic, now a major regional medical facility.

* Lead statewide public awareness campaign for promotion of new, strict DUI law and mandatory
sentencing guidelines. Successfully met the goal of establishing liaison at local level with county
law enforcement, community services group and Mothers Against Drunk Driving in ten counties
with highest incidence of DUL.

*  Account supervisor for First Union in Florida and Georgia. In Georgia, led effective effort to
consolidate 14 individual banks under the First Union brand with one advertising blitz. Pre- and
post-testing showed higher customer name recognition and satisfaction than pre-campaign goals.

* Collaborated with creative team to produce award-winning advertising campaigns for healthcare
clients in areas of cardiac care, pediatrics, maternity, trauma, psychiatry and home care,

Artistic Director » A Company of Players 1978-1980
Theatrical director for non-profit professional theatre company. Work included development of Board of
Directors to govern new program and participation in fundraising cfforts.

Assistant Director of Public Relations « Jacksonville University 1976-1978
Multiple responsibilities for independent institution of higher learning. Job as public relations generalist
including writing, editing, photography, event planning, publications, internal communications,
institutional brand management. '

Volunteer Experience
READ Therapy Volunteer 2009-present
Volunteer with my Yellow Lab, Roxie, to read with children at Spring Park Elementary School to help
them with reading skills and comprehension. READ (Reading Education Assistance Dogs) 15 a national
program administered locally by Pawsitive Pets, Inc., a North Florida non-profit.

Hubbard House 2003-2009
Member of the Board of Directors for one of Florida’s largest domestic violence shelters. Served on
Executive Committee from 2004-2009, chaired Resource Development and Board Development
committees. Served as Board President in 2006-2007. Served as a member of the Hubbard House
Endowment Campaign Steering Committee for a successful $6 million fundraising campaign in 2007-09.

Jacksonville Community Council, Inc. 1996-2002
Chair, Five O’clock Forum

Vision Is Priceless Council (formerly Prevent Blindness North Florida) 1994 to 2005
Member of the Board of Directors for this regional non-profit that severed ties with national organization
tn 1996 over financial issues and need for local autonomy. Entire Board of Directors supported the move
and helped to create the new, successful entity. Served as Board Chair from 2003-2005. Worked
extensively on Board member recruitment, fundraising, staff management. Assisted Board in recruitment
of new Executive Director in 2005 upon retirement of founding director.

Education
B.A. Theatre & Speech Communications, Western Carolina (NC) University

Honors, Memberships, Affiliations
*  Accredited Public Relations Professional (APR) by Public Relations Society of America
* Certified Public Relations Counselor (CPRC) by Florida Public Relations Association
* Finalist, Women in Business Entrepreneur of the Year, The Business Journal, 2003 and 2008
*+  Women of Influence, The Business Journal, 2008
*  Leadership Jacksonville, Class of 2000
+ Jacksonville Community Council, Inc., Past Chair, Five O’clock Forum
* Board of Directors, Vision is Priceless Council , 1994 to 2005, Chair 2003-2005
+ Board of Directors, Hubbard House, 2003-2006, President 2006-2007, Endowment Campaign
Steering Committee for Hubbard House Foundation, 2007-2009
*  Member, Jacksonville Women’s Network, Board 2010-2013
* ATHENA PowerLink, Inaugural Class, Jacksonville Women's Business Center, 2007
* Ray Bullard Award, PRSA, 2011
* Pinnacle Award, FPRA, 1998
+  Community Service Award, FPRA, 2005





